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Narrow Path – Wide Horizon
Forgiveness – a three way street
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Monday    Matthew 18:21-35 
Matthew 18v23 says ‘Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like …’ We could replace this with ‘the narrow path is like …’.

This is in response to Peter’s question to Jesus ‘How many times shall I forgive my brother or sister who sins against me? Up to seven times?’.

Peter might have been feeling quite smug because it was the usual Jewish custom to forgive someone three times.

But Jesus’ response is ‘seventy times seven’! 

Just when Peter thought he was getting the hang of following Jesus – Jesus ups the stakes. 

Lord, I dare to ask that you take me one step further in my journey with you. I thank you to where you have lead me so far and the changes your Holy Spirit have brought to my life. But don’t let me get complacent or think I have arrived. Lead me onwards, Jesus. Amen

Tuesday   Matthew 18:21-35
This parable starts by putting into context how much we have been forgiven by God through Jesus. The servant owed an enormous debt that he could never have repaid. But the king cancelled it. 
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Have we realised how much we have been forgiven? 

Spend some time thinking about the goodness and holiness of God.

Thank him that anything that would stop us from being close to him has been ‘cancelled’ by the cross of Christ.

Wednesday   Matthew 18:21-35
Has anyone hurt you in church in some way? Are there people you avoid because of past encounters?
Perhaps you could make a list – who they are and what they have done! Can you forgive them?

What is the cost to you of cancelling their debt – and how does it match up to the cost of Jesus upon a cross?

Father God, I need your help and your insights. Today I have gained a better understanding of forgiving others and with your help, I fully forgive from my heart. Just as you have freely forgiven me, I forgive them. Father, I ask you to forgive me for hurting others out of my own hurt and to heal my relationships with others. I pray all of this in Jesus' precious name and by whom all forgiveness and healing was made possible. Thank you for loving me in ways I'll never comprehend. In Jesus' name, Amen.
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Thursday   Matthew 18:21-35
The first servant had been offered freedom but had he really received it?

Did he still somehow feel indebted and so behave unmercifully to the other servant?

It might be said that the third aspect of forgiveness is forgiving ourselves. Perhaps that is the same as fully receiving God’s forgiveness and no longer feeling we still need to somehow make amends yourselves.  
Friday   Matthew 18:21-35

What are the wide horizons of forgiveness?

I'm forgiven, because You were forsaken
I'm accepted, You were condemned
I'm alive and well, Your Spirit is within me
Because You died and rose again
Amazing love, how can it be
That You my King would die for me
Amazing love, I know it's true
It's my joy to honor You
In all I do I honour you
















